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§169.401

Subpart 169.400—Watertight
Integrity, Subdivision, and Stability

§169.401 Applicability.

Each vessel must meet the applicable
requirements in Subchapter S, parts
170-174, of this chapter.

Subpart 169.500—Lifesaving and
Firefighting Equipment

LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT—GENERAL

§169.505 Equipment installed but not
required.

Each item of lifesaving equipment in-
stalled on board a vessel must be of an
approved type.

§169.507

The master or operator shall ensure
that the lifeboats, liferafts, davits,
falls, personal flotation devices, and
other lifesaving appliances are at all
times ready for use, and that all equip-
ment required by the regulations in
this subchapter is provided, main-
tained, serviced, and replaced as indi-
cated.

Responsibility of master.

§169.509 Approval for repairs and al-
terations.

No extensive repairs or alterations,
except in an emergency, may be made
to any item of lifesaving equipment
without advance notice to the Officer
in Charge, Marine Inspection. Repairs
and alterations must be made to the
original standard of construction and
tested in the manner specified in this
subpart and applicable requirements in
Subchapter Q of this chapter. Emer-
gency repairs or alterations must be
reported as soon as practicable to the
nearest Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection.

PRIMARY LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT

§169.513 Types of primary equipment.

(a) Lifeboats. Each lifeboat must be of
a type approved under subpart 160.035
of this chapter. Installation and ar-
rangement of each lifeboat including
davits and winches must meet the re-
quirements of part 94 of this chapter.

(b) Inflatable liferafts. (1) Each inflat-
able liferaft must be a SOLAS A inflat-
able liferaft approved under part 160,
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subpart 160.151, of this chapter, except
that inflatable liferafts on vessels oper-
ating on protected or partially pro-
tected waters may be SOLAS B inflat-
able liferafts approved under part 160,
subpart 160.151, of this chapter.

(2) Each approved inflatable liferaft
on the vessel on September 30, 2002,
may be used to meet the requirements
of this part as long as it is continued in
use on the vessel, and is in good and
serviceable condition.

(c) Life floats. Each lifefloat must be
of a type approved under subpart
160.027 of this subchapter.

[CGD 83-005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by USCG-2001-11118, 67 FR 58541, Sept. 17,
2002]

§169.515 Number required.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, each vessel must
have sufficient lifeboats or inflatable
liferafts to accommodate all persons on
board .

(b) Each vessel certificated for ex-
posed waters must have additional in-
flatable liferafts to accommodate 25%
of the persons on board or the number
of persons accommodated in the largest
lifeboat or liferaft, whichever is great-
er.

(c) Vessels certificated for protected
waters only may carry lifefloats of a
combined capacity to accommodate all
persons on board in lieu of the lifeboats
and inflatable liferafts required in
paragraph (a) of this section.

§169.517

All vessels certificated for exposed or
partially protected waters service must
have a suitable motor rescue boat, ex-
cept when a motor lifeboat is provided
or when, in the opinion of the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection, the vessel
is of such design and operating charac-
teristics that the vessel itself provides
a satisfactory man overboard rescue
platform.

Rescue boat.

§169.519 Availability.

(a) Each lifeboat, inflatable liferaft,
and lifefloat must be kept in good
working order and be readily available.

(b) The decks on which lifeboats, life-
rafts, and lifefloats are carried must be
kept clear of obstructions which could
interfere with the immediate boarding
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